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All Things Considered looks at Gaza  
Gaza has been under an Israeli and Egyptian blockade for over three years and 
suffered a war with Israel and a takeover by the militant group Hamas, which 

now controls the coastal enclave. With a population of 1.5 million people, nearly 
two-thirds of which are under the age of 25, 

Gaza has an interesting future ahead. How 
do young people living in what has been 

called "the world's largest open air prison" 
see Israel and Hamas? How secure is 

Hamas's control of Gaza and what is their 
rule like? 
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the radicalization of the population.  Ordi-

nary Israelis have become increasingly un-
interested and disengaged from the plight of the Palestinians, and in particular 

Gaza, which they see as an aggressive neighbor whose rulers are bent on their 
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This five-part report from NPR's Lourdes Garcia-Navarro begins Monday on All 
Things Considered. 

Young women attend an English class in 
Gaza. 
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The Lost Rescue  
In the spring of 1975 as the North Vietnamese closed in on Saigon, helicopters 

landed on the American embassy roof to rescue the ambassador and his staff. 
TV news coverage showed the panic of the small number of desperate South 

Vietnamese escaping out of the country on American helicopters.  

Meanwhile in another part of Sai-
gon, a lucky few managed to get 

onto helicopters of the South Viet-
namese army, not knowing where 

they were going or if the North 
Vietnamese would shoot them out 

of the sky. 

The ships of the South Vietnam-

ese navy, carrying thousands of 
refugees and heavily loaded, 

headed toward Con Son Island 
without food, water or medicine. 

Over the next week the refugees 
would make it to safety with the help of the sailors from a small U.S. Navy de-

stroyer took on the rescue, transportation and care of 20 to 30,000 refugees 
who put their lives at risk to escape the communists taking over Vietnam. Those 

refugees were transported to Guam and then to the U.S. where they became 
citizens and raised their families. Years later, many of the sailors who were on 

that naval destroyer, the USS KIRK, began a search for the refugees.  

Correspondent Joseph Shapiro tells the story of that search to reconnect and 

the touching reunions that followed.  Tune in for the stories on Morning Edition 
and All Things Considered beginning August 31. 

USS Kirk crewmen push a helicopter to make room 
for more landings.  

NPR World of Opera: �3�X�F�F�L�Q�L�¶�V���7�R�V�F�D  
From the festival Les Chorégies d'Orange, the cele-

brated tenor Roberto Alagna is featured as Cavara-
dossi, along with the exciting young American soprano 

Catherine Naglestad in the title role of Puccini's some-
times lurid, yet always compelling tragedy, Tune in to-

night at 7:30. 

Testing Teachers  
Kids need good teachers. It's something 
people know in their gut, but it's only re-

cently that researchers have begun de-
veloping ways to measure the quality of 

teachers. What they're learning is shak-
ing up schools and leading education 

reformers to call for radical changes in 
the way teachers are trained and evaluated �± and the way they are hired and 

fired too. Testing Teachers airs Tuesday night at 7:00. 
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